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mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This story is about two pioneer families
that migrated west from North Carolina and Pennsylvania, and then came together in southeastern Kansas
Territory just in time to be caught up right in the middle of the Kansas/Missouri Border War and the Civil War
campaign that followed. The Border War began in the mid 1850s and actually lasted throughout the Civil War
years of 1861 to 1865. The Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 had opened up the land to legal settlement, but it
allowed the residents of these territories to decide by popular vote whether the state would be a slave or free
state, and that was the root of the resulting turbulence. The Border War pitted the pro slavery group against
the abolitionist free-staters This situation soon led to organized guerilla-type raids followed by still more raids
of retribution in retaliation. There was incessant pillaging, burnings, shootings, looting, and hangings
throughout the long period of unrest and such dispirited cries rang out from the terror-stricken neighbors as,
"The shot my husband and oldest son ", "they burned our cabin and crops ", "they stole all of our horses and
other livestock ", "they set the whole prairie on fire ", and "they sacked the town and then burned it down."
Through these turbulent times the Little and Williams families were quite active in business and political affairs
both locally in Bourbon, County as well as at the more prominent centers around the territory then before
statehood. There were doctors, merchants, judges, territorial legislature representatives, lawyers,
newspapermen, and a U.S. Marshall in the families. The violence along the border only escalated with the
beginning of the Civil...
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