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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The World s Fair: Some of Its Principal Sights and
Exhibits In this year of our Lord 1893 Chicago is the most famous city of all the world, the one toward which the
thoughts of all enlightened people most naturally turn, the center about which the world of business and
progress gravitates. The settlement of Chicago had scarcely begun sixty years since, and the story of the city s
growth reads like a fairy tale. Its first census was taken in 1829, and showed less than ten families outside Fort
Dearborn, which contained a small United States garrison. Soon afterward the prospect that a canal would be
constructed from that point to La Salle, ninety-six miles distant, began to attract settlers; some 400 came in
1831, followed by others in 1832, when the first school was opened with twelve pupils, and the first Sunday-
school with thirteen. Work on the canal began in 1836, the city was incorporated in 1837, and in 1840 the census
showed a total population somewhat below 4,500, with a total valuation of $94,437. The canal was completed in
1848, and in 1850 the population had increased to above 28,000. By this time the enterprising from all portions
of the country had begun to discern the possibilities of the lakeside city, and business men, full of energy and
determination, came flocking to the scene. In 1860 there were over 109,000 souls within the corporate limits; in
1870, more than 306,000; in 1880, 503,000; while 1890 showed the remarkable figures of 1,098,576. A portion of
the increase of the last decade was due to the annexation of outlying towns whose interests were identical...
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