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professor who is teaching English in a Czech university when he meets Helga Wintermantle, a German woman
language teacher living in Prague where they fall in love. During the ensuing summer the story, which is told
from the man s perspective, takes them on an exciting, love-filled auto trip across much of Western Europe.
They tour city after fascinating city, and quaint little out-of-the-way-places and villages in France and Italy, and
their final destination, an unbelievably wonderful little Greek island far out in the Aegean Sea. When the
summer ends they move to New Orleans where Richard is on the faculty at Tulane University. They enjoy
enchanting days and nights on Bourbon Street where Helga is fascinated by the wonders of the French Quarter,
and which Richard seen entirely anew through her eyes. But Richard s old flame, professor Jennifer Smartley
causes trouble at a faculty Mardi gras party, and a few days later Helga mysteriously disappears from New
Orleans. Richard, his heart breaking, uses his spring break to hurry back to Europe to look for her, but he
searches in vain, finding out nothing. He returns to New Orleans and convinces his department chairman he
must take off the entire fall semester and go back to Europe and look for her more thoroughly; thus begins his
autumn odyssey. Richard revisits each of the wonderfully romantic places they had visited on their magical
summer trip: Prague, Brno, Paris, Chambord, an especially quaint little French village, Venice, Vernazza, a tiny
picture-perfect Italian coastal village, then Rome where they unexpectedly come upon a photographer with a
wedding couple which,...
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