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ROMANCE OF A GREAT FACTORY

RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 40 pages.
Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.1in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1919 edition. Excerpt: . . . they actually build new cars in the shops which Van Vorst opened when he
came with the General Electric Company in 1913. He likes electric locomotives, says they are healthy and clean
and safe. He takes pride in looking over all of the 21 locomotives, oiling them, tuning them up and having them
ready every morning for immediate service. His days of steam railroading made him appreciate the
convenience of the electric type; for in the old days the firemen and engineers had to spend an hour to an hour
and a half in the morning getting the steam locomotives ready for work. Van Vorst also knows the details of
railroading life, because for 13 years, working 12 hours a night, he was freight brakeman, switch tender and
yard brakeman on the N. Y. C. ; later being promoted to yard conductor, then yardmaster and finally general
yardmaster between 1900 and 1913. It was during the time he was general yardmaster that the New York
Central tracks were elevated in Schenectady, and that one job, he says, was an education in itself. Van Vorst
says that no experience is wasted and points to the fact that he served four years apprentice course as a
machinist at the Schenectady Locomotive works, now the American Locomotive works. Even today he can step
up to a lathe and turn out a rush job in an emergency. One of his most recent jobs was to change all the...
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