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indexed. Not illustrated. 1909 Excerpt: .is pathogenic, the modern treatment is directed to enhancing nature s
cure by increasing the opsonic power of the patient s blood by good food and pure air, or the injection of
preparations of the required opsoniu. Lastly, we come to a question which more directly appeals to the
physiologist than the preceding, because experiments in relation to immunity have furnished us with what has
hitherto been lacking, a means of distinguishing human blood from the blood of other animals. The discovery
was made by Tchistovitch (1899), and his original experiment was as follows: --Rabbits, dogs, goats, and
guinea-pigs were inoculated with eel-serum, which is toxic: he thereby obtained from these animals an antitoxic
serum. But the serum was not only antitoxic, but produced a precipitate when added to eel-serum, but not
when added to the serum of any other animal. In other words, not only has a specific antitoxin been produced,
but also a specific precipitin. Numerous observers have since found that this is a general rule throughout the
animal kingdom, including man. If, for instance, a rabbit is treated with human blood, the serum ultimately
obtained from the rabbit contains a specific precipitin for human blood; that is to say, a precipitate is formed
on adding such a rabbit s serum to human blood, but not on adding it to the blood of any other animal. There
may be a slight reaction with the blood of allied animals; for instance, with monkey s blood...
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