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indexed. Not illustrated. 1901 Excerpt: . for the purpose.5 The same act placed a duty of five pounds on every
convict imported. The real purpose of this was to exclude the importation of this class altogether; in addition to
the heavy duty, one-half of which was to go to the informer or the collector, the masters importing them were
required to give security to the amount of fifty pounds for their good behavior. This, no master could afford to
do. As England had encouraged and expressly enjoined the importation of convicts and vagabonds, this law of
the Assembly was practically in conflict with the English statutes on this subject. Though an act was passed in
1742 providing for the erection of a hospital, from a petition five years later, it appears that no suitable
arrangements had been made for the care of the sick who continued to increase with the increase of
immigration; for in the spring of 1749 a petition from the inhabitants of Philadelphia was presented to the
House setting forth the practice of the merchants concerned in the importation of Germans and other
foreigners into the province; they complained that vessels were crowded beyond their capacity; that disease
had been produced among the passengers, which resulted in the loss of hundreds in a single vessel; that the
surviving relatives had been obliged by their own labor to defray the passage money of the dead; that besides
the injury done to the Germans by this iniquitous and infamous practice,...
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