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FACES IN THE CLOUDS: A NEW THEORY OF RELIGION

Oxford University Press. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 336 pages. Dimensions: 9.2in. x 6.1in. x
1.0in.Religion is universal human culture. No phenomenon is more widely shared or more intensely studied, yet
there is no agreement on what religion is. Now, in Faces in the Clouds, anthropologist Stewart Guthrie provides
a provocative definition of religion in a bold and persuasive new theory. Guthrie says religion can best be
understood as systematic anthropomorphism--that is, the attribution of human characteristics to nonhuman
things and events. Many writers see anthropomorphism as common or even universal in religion, but few think
it is central. To Guthrie, however, it is fundamental. Religion, he writes, consists of seeing the world as
humanlike. As Guthrie shows, people find a wide range of humanlike beings plausible: Gods, spirits, abominable
snowmen, HAL the computer, Chiquita Banana. We find messages in random events such as earthquakes,
weather, and traEic accidents. We say a fire rages, a storm wreaks vengeance, and waters lie still. Guthrie says
that our tendency to find human characteristics in the nonhuman world stems from a deep-seated perceptual
strategy: in the face of pervasive (if mostly unconscious) uncertainty about what we see, we bet on the most
meaningful interpretation we can. If we are in the woods and see a dark shape that might be a bear or a
boulder, for example, it is good policy to think it is a bear. If we are mistaken, we lose little, and if we are right,
we gain much. So, Guthrie writes, in scanning the world we always look for what most concerns us--livings
things, and especially, human ones. Even animals watch for human attributes, as when birds avoid scarecrows.
In short, we all follow the principle--better safe than sorry. Marshalling a wealth of evidence from anthropology,
cognitive science, philosophy,...
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English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.MinecraR Diary MinecraR Zombie World
Book 1. Better of Dead The dead came
R ead  eBo o k »   

P lan ts v s Zo mb ies Game Bo o k -  P lay  stickers 1  ( a p u zzle game th at sw ep t th e                               
w o rld .  th e mo st p lay ed  to geth er( C h in ese Ed itio n )                 
paperback. Book Condition: New. Ship out in 2 business day, And Fast shipping, Free Tracking
number will be provided aRer the shipment.Paperback. Pub Date: Unknown in Publisher:
China Children Press List Price: 13.00 yuan Author:
R ead  eBo o k »   

Frien d f lu en ce:  Th e Su rp risin g Way s Frien d s M ake U s Wh o  We A re                 
Doubleday, 2013. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+
Customer Service! Summary: "Intriguing.A convincing case for nurturing friendships in many
of the same ways we nurture relationships with partners and other
R ead  eBo o k »   

R ead  Write In c.  P h o n ics:  Grey  Set 7  N o n - Fictio n  2 a Fligh t to  N ew  Y o rk                      
Oxford University Press, United Kingdom, 2016. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 213 x 98
mm. Language: N/A. Brand New Book. These decodable non-fiction books provide structured
practice for children learning to read. Each set of books
R ead  eBo o k »   

 

http://www.medianetwork.site/on-the-go-with-baby-a-stress-free-guide-to-getti.html
http://www.medianetwork.site/minecraft-diary-minecraft-zombie-world-book-1-be.html
http://www.medianetwork.site/plants-vs-zombies-game-book-play-stickers-1-a-pu.html
http://www.medianetwork.site/friendfluence-the-surprising-ways-friends-make-u.html
http://www.medianetwork.site/read-write-inc-phonics-grey-set-7-non-fiction-2-.html

	Faces in the Clouds: A New Theory of Religion
	Reviews
	FACES IN THE CLOUDS: A NEW THEORY OF RELIGION
	You May Also Like


