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REPORT ON OLD AGE RELIEF, 1915 (CLASSIC REPRINT)

Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Report on Old Age Relief, 1915 The report was
prepared by Dr. E. H. Downey, of this department, an experienced investigator of ability. It presents the
arguments for old age relief seriously and conservatively. By the Commission, C.H. Crownhart, J.D. Beck, F.M.
Wilcox, Commissioners. I. The Problem Of Old Age Dependence The conditions of modern life have set the
problem of old age in a new light. The aged, indeed, have been always with us and the younger generation has
always been charged with their support. But conditions have so altered that former methods of dealing
withpoverty in old age are no longer adequate. Five principal causes have operated to produce this result:1.
Modern industry has created a great and growing class of wage workers, dependent upon their daily toil for
their daily bread. Even in Wisconsin, still largely an agricultural state, some 40 percent of the population live by
the sale of their labor. The wage worker ordinarily has no other source of regular income but his wages. When
wages cease, whether from inability to work or from inability to find a job, he is presently face to face with
destitution. It is this fact which has led most industrial nations to establish comprehensive schemes of
workmens compensation, sickness insurance, unemployment insurance, old age pensions, mothers pensions all
designed to meet the various contingencies which deprive wage earning families of the means of livelihood.
And of these contingencies none is more common or more serious than the disabilities of old age.2. The pace at
which modern industry is carried on has shortened the eGective working life of the industrial population. It is
not simply...
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