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Summary: "In his new book Philip Hardie not only tells the story of Virgil''s Aeneid, but also of a significant part
of western culture. As one would expect from this author, it is a masterful selection and presentation of the rich
material at his command. Pursuing the reception of the central text (which is itself already an instance of
reception) leads to intriguing insights into the development of literature, art, science and scholarship from
antiquity to the present day. Hardie'"s unrivalled knowledge of Virgil and of later periods means that one learns
as much about the Aeneid itself as about its later reception. A careful selection of relevant examples opens up a
number of different perspectives and creates the framework for a comprehensive history of the legacy of this
major epic. At the same time, this is such a well-written book that it will be accessible to all kinds of readers,
specialist or not: it can enjoyably and rewardingly be read from cover to cover. Anyone interested in the history
of epic will benefit from it and (re)discover new friends and old acquaintances." - Gesine Manuwald, Professor
of Latin, University College London, UK "Fast-paced and learned, The Last Trojan Hero is a tour-de-force
through the reception of Virgil''s Aeneid. One of the world''s most eminent Latinists has condensed a lifetime of
research into a slim volume whose every page offers a dazzling wealth of ideas clearly expressed a delight for
the specialist and the uninitiated alike. Some adaptations are as well known as Dante"s underworld and the
Christian Virgil, some are surprises, such as queen Elizabeth | in Dido"'s guise and the American Aeneas. Hardie
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